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Drones: a new
perspective

How aerial cameras become creative tools, practical business assets and a better way to see
the world.

EDITORIAL ILLUSTRATION / AERIAL PERSPECTIVE

A coastline, a roof and a construction site have something in common: each tells a different story
when seen from above. For a creator, that view can establish the setting of a film. For a business, it
can help explain a place or document a task. Camera drones and enterprise aircraft serve different

versions of that purpose, from aerial photography to inspection and mapping. """

More than a spectacular view

The most useful way to think about a drone is not as a flying gadget, but as a camera or sensor that
can be positioned in three dimensions. Consumer ranges include compact camera aircraft, immersive
FPV systems and equipment for professional image-making. o Choosing between them starts with
the result you need. A travel film, a property presentation and a technical inspection are different
assignments, even when they all begin with a flight. Write the assignment first; compare the aircraft
second.
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THE PRACTICAL PICTURE
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From images to insight

The view matters. What you can do with it matters even more.

CREATE
Tell the story

CONCEPTUAL OVERVIEW

Inspection with a purpose

Enterprise aircraft can combine a visible-light
camera with zoom or thermal imaging, depending
on the model. These options support different
inspection tasks; a thermal version is not simply a
standard camera with a different colour effect. '
Before selecting equipment, define what the
operator must recognise and what the finished
report needs to show. Treat the image as
evidence to interpret, not as an automatic
diagnosis.

A deliverable, not a folder

Imagine an inspection report containing clearly
labelled images, the area examined and an
explanation of what needs attention. Compare
that with an unorganised folder of aerial
photographs. The flight may look similar, but the
usefulness is very different. Agree on the
deliverable before take-off and plan the capture
around it.
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INSPECT MAP

Answer a question

Build a useful record

Mapping needs a method

Overlapping aerial photographs can be combined
In mapping software, while ground control points
provide known real-world positions. Their
placement and the quality of the captured data
affect how reliably a map represents the site. SEA
sharp-looking image alone is therefore not proof
of measurement accuracy. Ask what accuracy is
required, how it will be checked and who will use
the results.

Plan for repeatability

For a recurring project, define what should
remain comparable: the area covered, the
viewpoints, the naming system and the report
format. A useful pilot project might focus on one
building or one section of a site. Review whether
the output answers the original question before
buying a larger fleet or expanding the
programme.
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Choose the mission first

Read beyond the headline

Do not treat a published maximum flight time as
a guaranteed working window. Manufacturer
specifications describe test conditions, and actual
results vary with the environment and use. Al
Build in time for positioning, the return flight and
a sensible reserve. For frequent work, think
about charging, spare batteries, transport and the
time needed to process the files.

Buy a complete working setup

A practical comparison should include the
controller, compatible accessories, software,
training and after-sales arrangements. Ask for a
clear list of what is included. For a business, also
decide who will fly, who will manage the files and
who will approve the final output. The aircraft is
only one part of the job.

Make room for responsible flying

In the EASA framework, the open category
covers many leisure and low-risk commercial
operations. Its Al, A2 and A3 subcategories have
different conditions, and registration or training
requirements depend on the drone and
operation. Even a small camera drone may
require operator registration. 3!

Check the location, every time

Standard open-category conditions include visual
line of sight, a general limit of 120 metres from
the nearest point of the earth and no flight over
assemblies of people, subject to the applicable
provisions. “I Check the current national
guidance and local airspace restrictions before
flying. A capable aircraft does not replace an
Informed, responsible pilot.

A better view starts with a clear purpose.

Explore drone options with Portofino B&F. Tell us what you want to create or inspect, where you plan to

work and what your setup needs to include.

SOURCES & FURTHER READING

[1] DJI - Camera drones
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[5] EASA - Open Category - Low Risk - Civil Drones

Links checked 29 September 2026

[6] Civil Aviation Authority of Norway - Open category: standard operating rules

General information, not a complete operating guide. Check current rules and the relevant product manual. lllustrations are conceptual and do not depict a

specific model.
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